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[57] ABSTRACT

An FM discriminator useful in a modem circuit includes
a tank circuit coupled to an input receiving an FSK
input signal. The FSK input signal is resistively coupled
to an input of an operational amplifier having its output
also coupled to that input. The other input of the opera-
tional amplifier is connected to the tank circuit and to
an input of a comparator. The other input of the com-
parator is connected to the output of a circuit which
produces a signal that lags by 90 degrees the signal
produced by the tank circuit. The output of the compar-
ator is used to synchronously chop the output signal of
the first operational amplifier in such a way as to pass
the operational amplifier output signal when the com-
parator output signal is a “1” and to invert the opera-
tional amplifier output signal when the comparator

‘output signal is a “0”. The tank circuit resonates at a

frequency between the “0” and “1” frequencies of the
FSK signal and, in combination with the operational
amplifier, causes attenuation of components of the FSK
input signal which are at the resonant frequency.

16 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
FSK DISCRIMINATOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to circuits and methods for FM
signal discrimination, particularly for discriminating
FSK (frequency shift keyed) signals in modem receiv-
ers.

Modems are commonly used to allow reliable com-
munication of digital data over telephone lines. FSK
techniques are used, wherein two separate frequencies,
a low frequency (for example, 1070 Hz) and a high
frequency (for example 1270 Hz) are used to represent
two logic levels, respectively.

Acoustic couplers are commonly used in conjunction
with modems to couple a computing system to an ordi-
nary telephone. Telephone microphones usually are
- carbon microphones, and they are known to produce a
substantial amount of harmonic distortion. The modem
communication frequencies (which are chosen by the
telephone company) and the harmonic distortion fre-
quencies produced by carbon microphones in ordinary
telephones are such that the harmonic distortion pro-
duced by acoustic coupling of digital data to the tele-
phone line can fall within the same band as the two FSK
signal frequencies representing digital data. The FSK
receiver of the modem often has difficulty discriminat-
ing the two meaningful predetermined FSK signal fre-
quencies from the accompanying harmonic distortion
frequencies produced as a result of non-linearities in the
above-mentioned carbon microphones.

Usually “digital” discriminating techniques have
been used to perform the function of distinguishing the
two desired FSK signal frequencies from the undesired
harmonic distortion frequencies which lie therebe-
tween. Unfortunately, the known digital FM discrimi-
nating techniques all perform their function by “look-
ing” at zero crossings of the signal to be discriminated.
Consequently, “jitter” of the zero crossing points
caused by the above-mentioned harmonic distortion
often results in discriminating errors. To avoid such
errors, it has been necessary for prior art discriminating
circuits to test at least a few successive zero crossing
points to be sure they are all in the same frequency
range before a decision is made as to whether the signal
frequency represents a “1” or a “0”. This requirement
leads to increased circuit cost and complexity and de-
creased circuit speed. This is highly inconsistent with
the growing need for higher speed, lower cost digital
communication via telephone systems.

Thus, there remains an unmet need for a system for
avoiding data errors caused in FSK receivers by har-
monic distortion produced by telephone carbon micro-
phones operating in conjunction with acoustic couplers
coupled to the modem receivers. More specifically,
there remains an unmet need for a system for economi-
cally and accurately discriminating between two
closely spaced FM signals of predetermined frequencies
despite the presence of noise signals having frequencies
that lie between the two predetermined frequencies.

Therefore, it is an object of the invention to provide
an apparatus and method for accurately and economi-
cally discriminating between first and second FM sig-
nals having different first and second predetermined
frequencies, respectively, despite the presence of noise
signals with frequencies between the first and second
predetermined frequencies.
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2
It is another object of the invention to economically
avoid the errors caused in prior FSK receivers by har-
monic distortion signals produced as a result of non-
linearities in telephone carbon microphones.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Briefly described, and in accordance with one em-
bodiment thereof, the invention provides an improved
method and apparatus for discriminating between first
and second spaced frequences of a first signal, which
can be an FSK signal, by coupling a portion of the first
signal to a tank circuit, by coupling the first signal to a
circuit which produces a second signal that leads the
first signal if the first signal is at the first frequency and
lags the first signal if the first signal is at the second
frequency, by using the second signal to generate a
chopping signal which lags the second signal by a pre-
determined amount, and by synchronously chopping
the second signal to produce an output signal that has
positive average value, a negative average value, and a

-zero average value when said first signal is at the first

frequency, the second frequency, and the resonant fre-
quency of the tank circuit, respectively.

In the described embodiment of the invention, the
tank circuit is composed of a first capacitor and an
inductive circuit which is composed of two operational
amplifiers and a second capacitor. The inductive circuit
produces an output signal that lags the input thereof by
ninety degrees. The input of the inductive circuit is
connected to the resonant voltage node of the tank
circuit. In the described embodiment of the invention,
the first signal is an FSK signal, a portion of which is
coupled to the resonant node of the tank circuit. The
resonant node of the tank circuit is also connected to the
positive input of an operational amplifier. The input
signal is resistively coupled to the negative input of the
operational amplifier, which produces the second sig-
nal. The tank circuit and the operational amplifier com-
bine to function as a notch filter for the FSK signal in
order to eliminate undesired components thereof near
the resonant frequency (which is between the first and
second frequencies). The chopping signal and the sec-
ond signal are applied to inputs of a switching circuit
that produces the output signal by, in essence, passing
the second signal when the chopping signal is at a first
level and producing the negative of the second signal
when the chopping signal is at a second level.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic circuit drawing illustrating a
circuit that simulates an inductor and is used in the
described embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a circuit schematic drawing illustrating the
described embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a number of wave-
forms that are useful in explaining the operation of the
circuit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is an “S” curve useful in explaining the opera-
tion of the circuit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a circuit schematic drawing of a switching
circuit utilized in the circuit of FIG. 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring first to FIG. 2, discriminator circuit 31
includes a circuit 1 that functions precisely as a high
“Q” inductor connected between conductor 5. and
ground conductor 9. A capacitor 38 is connected in
parallel with inductive circuit 1. An input conductor 33,
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3
to which an FSK signal e;, is applied, is coupled by
means of resistor 37 to conductor 5, producing a voltage

V1 thereon. A resistor 39 is coupled in parallel with.

capacitor 38 and inductive circuit 1. E
Conductor 33 is coupled by means of resistor 35 to
conductor 43, which has a voltage V2 thereon. Conduc-
tor 43 is connected to the negative input of an opera-
tional amplifier 41, which can be implemented by means
of a TLO84 manufactured by Texas Instruments. The
output of operational amplifier 41 is connected to con-
ductor 47, and produces a signal e,y;. Conductor 47 is

coupled by means of feedback resistor 45 back to con-"

ductor 43.

The voltage V1 is coupled by means of conductor 5
to the positive input of operational amplifier 41, and is
also coupled by means of conductor 5 to the positive
input of a comparator 51, which is implemented by
means of a LM339 manufactured by National Semicon-
ductor, Inc. '

As subsequently explained with reference to FIG. 1,
inductive circuit 1 has an output connected to conduc-
tor 25, on which a voltage V3 is produced. The voltage
V3 lags the voltage V1 by 90°. The voltage V3 is con-
nected to the negative input of comparator 51. The
output of comparator 51 is connected to conductor 53,
on which a voltage V4 is produced. Conductor 53 is
connected to an input of a switching circuit 49, which is
shown in detail in FIG. §. The signal eqy on conductor
47 is connected to another input of switching circuit 49.
The output of switching circuit 49 is connected to con-
ductor 55, on which a signal €'g, is produced. As subse-
quently explained in more detail, the signal V4 synchro-
nously “chops” the signal e,y such that €'y, is equal to
€our When V4 is a logical “0”,

The signal €4, is applied to a filter circuit 57 which
produces a filtered DC output signal level V,,, 0n con-
ductor 59. i

Before describing the operation of the discriminator
circuit 31 of FIG. 2, it will be helpful to first describe
the structure and operation of inductive circuit 1, which
is shown in FIG. 1. Referring now to FIG. 1, inductive
circuit 1 includes an operational amplifier 3 having a
positive input connected to conductor 5. The negative
input of operational amplifier 3 is connected to conduc-
tor 7. Conductor 7 is coupled by means of resistor 17 to
ground conductor 9. The output 11 of operational am-
plifier 3 is connected by means of capacitor 15 to con-
ductor 7. Conductor 11 is also connected by means of
resistor 23 to the negative input of operational amplifier
19. The output of operational amplifier 19 is connected
to conductor 25, which is coupled by means of resistor
27 back to conductor 21, which is connected to the
negative input of operational amplifier 19. Conductor
25 is also connected by means of resistor 13 to conduc-
tor 5. The positive input of operational amplifier 19 is
connected to conductor 7.

Operational amplifiers 3 and 19 can be implemented
by means of Texas Instruments TLO84 integrated cir-
cuit operational amplifiers. As indicated in FIG. 1, the
inductive circuit 1 has the characteristics of an inductor
29 having the value Lguiv. The value of the equivalent
inductance Ly, is given by the expression

Lequiv. =R1'R2‘C,
where R1 is the resistance of resistor 17, R2 is the resis-
tance of resistor 13, and C is the capacitance of capaci-
tor 15. : v
That this is true can be shown by the following analy-
sis. First, operational amplifier 3 operates in a manner

—
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4

well known to those skilled in the art to maintain the
voltage on conductor 7 equal to the voltage e applied to
input conductor 5. This causes a current indicated by
arrow 26 and equal to e/R1 to flow through resistor 17.
Since, by definition, no appreciable current can flow
into either the negative input of operational amplifier 3
or the positive input of operational amplifier 19, the
entire current e/R1 must flow through capacitor 15,
which has a capacitance C. This causes a voltage
e/(R1.C:S) to be developed across capacitor 15, with
the polarity indicated by the plus sign and the minus
sign shown adjacent to capacitor 15 in FIG. 1, wherein
1/(C-s) is the impedance of capacitor 15. Thus, it can be
seen easily that the voltage of conductor 11 is the sum of
e (the voltage on conductor 7) and e¢/(R1.C:s); i.e., that
the voltage of conductor 11 is

NI )
e'(‘*“m-c-:) ;

Furthermore, since operational amplifier 19 operates
to keep its positive and negative inputs at the same
voltages, i.e., at e volts, the voltage across resistor 23 is

1 .
e‘(1+R1-C-s) — e

i.e., the voltage across resistor 23 is equal to e/(R1.C-s).
Since, as those skilled in the art will readily observe, no
appreciable current can flow into the negative input of
operational amplifier 19, and since it is assumed that
resistors 23 and 27 are equal, then resistors 23 and 27
must have equal voltage drops across them. Therefore, -
the voltage of conductor 25 must be

PP -
¢\ "RT-C-5 )

Thus, it can be seen that the voltage across resistor 13

)

i.e., the voltage across resistor 13 is equal to e/(R1-C:s),
where R1 is the resistance of resistor 13. Therefore, the
current through resistor 15 is e/(R1-R2-C-s). The impe-
dance of the entire circuit 1 therefore is e/i=R1.R2.Css,
which is the impedance of an equivalent inductor hav-
ing an inductance

e—efl1 -=—L—
R1.C-.s

l-'equiv‘=R1'R2'c

Of considerable importance to the present invention
is the fact that the voltage V3 on conductor 25 is in
phase with the voltage on conductor 11 which, as ex-
plained above, lags the input voltage e by ninety de-
grees. As subsequently explained, this voltage V3 is
used to synchronously strobe the signal ey produced
on conductor 47 by operational amplifier 41 of FIG. 2in
order to produce the desired “S” curve characteristic
shown in FIG. 4.
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Referring now to FIG. 5, the circuit used for imple-
menting switching circuit 49 in FIG. 2 is illustrated.
Switching circuit 49 includes an operational amplifier
61, which can be implemented by means of a Texas
Instruments TLO84 integrated circuit. Its negative 5
input is coupled by means of resistor 69 to the oy, signal
on conductor 47. The negative input of operational
amplifier 61 is connected to the output 55 of operational
amplifier 61 by means of resistor 67. The positive input
of operational amplifier 61 is coupled by means of resis- 10
tor 71 to conductor 47. The positive input of opera-
tional amplifier 61 is also connected by conductor 73 to
an output of a LF13201 analog FET (field effect transis-
tor) switch 63 manufactured by National Semiconduc-
tor. An input of analog switch circuit 63 is connected to 15
conductor 75. Conductor 75 is connected to the output
of an exclusive OR circuit 65, one input of which is

. connected to conductor 53, on which the voltage V4 is
produced. The other input of exclusive OR circuit 65 is
connected to conductor 77 on which a signal T is ap- 20
plied. The level of the signal T controls whether the
higher frequency is interpreted as a “1” (as is the con-
vention in the United States) or as a “0” (as is the con-
vention in Europe).

The analog FET circuit 63 includes a FET switch 25
that grounds the positive input of operational amplifier
61 when a logical “0” is produced on conductor 53 by
the output of comparator 51 (FIG. 2). In this event,it
can be seen that operational amplifier 61 will function to
cause its negative input also to be grounded. This will 30
cause a current €s,/R to flow through resistor 69,
where R is the resistance of resistor 69. If it is assumed
that resistor 67 also has a resistance R, then, since the
same current must flow through resistor 67, operational
amplifier 61 will cause &'5 to be equal 16 —e,yrin order 3°
to make that same current flow through resistor 67.

However, if the relay in analog FET switch circuit 63
is open, there will be no current across resistor 71, and
both the positive and negative inputs of operational
amplifier 61 will be at e,y,. The current flowing through 40
resistor 69 and 67 also will be zero, therefore €'oyr will
be equal to eoyr.

Exemplary values for the various elements shown in
FIGS. 1, 2 and 5 are given in the following Table.

45
ELEMENT VALUE
R 10KQ
R1 4-34 KQ

R2 10 KQ 50
RA 100 KQ
15 01 pf
38 O1 uf
67 10 KQ

69 10KQ )
71 10 KQ 55

The inductive circuit of FIG. 1 is a circuit that I
invented a number of years ago. I have used it in several
integrated circuits that I have designed. These inte-
grated circuits have been manufactured and sold by 60
several companies, but the circuit design has never been
published and very few people even know of the exis-
tence of the inductive circuit shown in FIG. 1.

It is very convenient to use the inductive circuit of
FIG. 1 in the tank circuit of FIG. 2, not only because 65
the inductive circuit 1 accurately functions as a high Q
inductance that can be implemented in an integrated
circuit, but also because inductive circuit 1 inherently

6
produces the signal V3, which lags its input voltage e
(FIG. 1) by 90°,

Now that the structure of the discriminator circuit 31
of FIG. 2 has been explained and the basic operation of
the inductive circuit 1 is understood, the operation of
the discriminator circuit 31 will be explained with refer-
ence to the waveforms shown in FIG. 3.

Note that the e;; waveform shown in FIG. 3 is the
waveform of the FSK voltage signal e;, applied to con-
ductor 33 in FIG. 2. Also note that the e;, waveform is
split into three portions, the left portion representing a
“low” frequency (for example 1070 Hz) of the above-
mentioned FSK signal and corresponding to a logic
level that is referred to for convenience as a “0” level.

The middle portion of the e;, waveform in FIG. 3
represents a “center frequency” at which the tank cir-
cuit, including capacitor 38 and inductive circuit 1,
resonates; the middle portion of the e;, waveform also
represents the above-mentioned undesired harmonic
distortion signal that causes errors in known prior art

"digital FSK discriminators of the type which detect

zero crossings of the FSK signal in order to discrimi-
nate between the predetermined “high” frequency and
the predetermined “low” frequency of an FSK signal.

The right hand portion of the e;, waveform of FIG. 3
represents the “high” frequency (for example 1270 Hz)
of the FSK signal and corresponds to a logic level that,
for convenience, will be referred to as a “1” level. It is
to be understood that the “center” frequency lies ap-
proximately midway between the “low” frequency and
the “high” frequency of the FSK signals e;y.

The received FSK signal is applied by means of resis-
tor 35 to the negative input of operational amplifier 41
and by means of resistor 37 to resonant node conductor
5 of the above-mentioned tank circuit. For the purpose
of the immediately following discussion, assume that
the “low” frequency of e;»is being applied to conductor
33. Since this “low” frequency is less than the resonance
frequency of the tank circuit, the voltage V1 on con-
ductor 5 leads e, because at the “low” frequency the
tank circuit appears inductive. The left portion of the
V1 waveform in FIG. 3 clearly illustrates that V1 is
leading e;. The left portion of the V3 waveform lags
V1 by ninety degrees, as previously explained. The left .
portion of the V4 waveform shows how comparator 51
detects the points at which V1 exceeds V3 and pro-
duces a “chopping” pulse during the time that V1 ex-
ceeds V3. It will be appreciated that the phases of V1
and V3 change relative to the phase of e;, as the fre-
quency of e, changes, since the reactance of the tank
circuit varies as a function of frequency.

Next, note again that V1, the signal of the tank cir-
cuit, is applied to the positive input of operational am-
plifier 41. The operation of operational amplifier 41, of
course, ensures that the magnitude of V2 is equal to the
magnitude of Vijbut since V2 is in phase with e;, and
V1 is out of phasé‘with e;, except at the resonant fre-
quency of the tank circuit, V1 is out of phase with V2
except at the resonant or “center” frequency.

Next, it is noted that the voltage equs produced on
conductor 47 by operational amplifier 41 is given by the
expression

eour=2V1—ej,
if resistors 35 and 45 are equal. That this is true can be
determined by noting that V2 is necessarily equal to V1
and that the same current must flow through each of
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resistors 35 and 48. Therefore, the voltages across resis-
tors 35 and 45 are equal. Thus,

ein—V1=Vi—egy,
and therefore

Cout=2V1—ejpn.

Since V1 is out of phase with e;, (except at the center
frequency), e,y also is out of phase with ej,. This is
shown by the left portion of the e,,s waveform in FIG.
3, wherein it can be seen that e, leads e;, by nearly as
much as V1 does.

By comparing the phase of the left portion of the V4
“chopping” waveform with the left portion of the e,y
waveform in FIG. 3, it is seen that the V4 waveform can
be used to synchronously “chop” enys by means of the
above-described switching circuit 49. The result of this
synchronous chopping produces the left portion of the
€'our waveform shown in FIG. 3. This portion of the
€'our waveform has an average value of v« as indicated
by the dotted line 62 in FIG. 3. This average value is
produced on conductor 59 of FIG. 2 by filter circuit 57.
Thus, the low frequency portion of the FSK signal €in
has been converted to a DC level V‘o which is the
desired result.

Next, consider the operation of the discrimator cir-
cuit 31 in response to the “middle” portion of the re-
ceived FSK signal e;, shown in FIG. 3. The tank circuit
is resonant at the frequency of e, so V1is in phase with
€in, as shown. Those skilled in the art will recognize that
the amplitude of V1 peaks at the resonant frequency,
and therefore, in accordance with expression (1) above,
€out Will have a minimum magnitude at this resonant
frequency. Thus, it can be seen that while the tank
circuit functions as a band pass filter, the tank circuit
connected to operational amplifier 41 as shown in FIG.
2 constitutes a circuit that functions as a notch filter.

The minimum magnitude of ey at the center fre-
quency is illustrated as indicated in FIG. 2 by showing

25

30

the magnitude of the center portion of e,y substantially 40

less than the lower frequency left band portion and the
higher frequency right band portion thereof.

By comparing the phase of the chopping pulses of the
center portion of the V4 waveform with the phase of
the center portion of the ey, waveform, it is seen that
the chopping pulses are now in such a phase relation-
ship with e,y that switching circuit 49 causes the center
portion of the €'qyr waveform to appear as shown in
FIG. 3 when the e;, is near or at the center frequency.
At the center frequency, the average value of the center
portion of €'y is approxlmately zero, as indicated by
dotted line 64.

45

50

Thus, it is seen that the previously described unde- -

sired harmonic frequencies that are located toward the
center of the band between the predetermined “low”
and “high” frequencies of the FSK signal e;, are attenu-
ated (by the notch filter portion of discriminator circuit
31). Furthermore, the portion of such undesired har-
monic frequencies not attenuated are “‘averaged” out by
the above described synchronous “chopping” tech-
nique and the action of filter 57.

Finally, the response of discriminator 31 to the
“high” frequency portion of the received FSK signal
€in, shown in FIG. 3 in the right hand portion of the e
waveform now can be described. At this high fre-
quency, the reactance of the tank circuit is essentially
capacitive, and therefore the voltage V1 lags e;,. There-
fore, eyyralso lags e;,, as does V3; hence V4 also lags ejy.

60

65
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The synchronous chopping of egys by V4 at this high
frequency by means of switching circuit 49 produces

the right hand portion of the ¢'o,; waveform shown in

FIG. 3 in a manner entirely analogous to that already

described with reference to the left hand portion of the

waveforms shown in FIG. 3. Filter 57 then averages

this right hand portion of the e’o,s waveform to produce

a negative average value v+~ as indicated by dotted line

66.

It now can be seen that the discriminator circuit 2
operates to produce the “S” curve shown in FIG. 4,
where V,,; is the DC voltage produced on conductor
59, and wherein the horizontal axis indicates the fre-
quency f of the input signal e;, applied to conductor 33.
The above-mentioned “low” frequency of the FSK
signal e;n is designated by f«g» and the “high” frequency
is designated by f«;». The center frequency referred to
above is indicated in FIG. 4 by f. The average values
designated by dotted lines 62 and 66 in FIG. 3 are indi-
cated on the vertical axis in FIG. 4. Reference numeral

19 designates the range of undesired harmonic distor-

tion noise frequencies that are effectively attenuated
and ignored by discriminator 31.

While the invention has been described with refer-
ence to a particular embodiment thereof, those skilled in
the art will be able to make various modifications to the
disclosed apparatus and method without departing from
the true spirit and scope of the present invention.

I claim:

1. A method for discriminating between first and
second spaced frequencies of a first signal, said method
comprising the steps of:

(a) coupling a portion of the said first signal to a
voltage conductor of a tank circuit which has a
resonant frequency between said first and second
frequencies in order to produce a second signal
which leads said first signal if said first signal is at
said first frequency and which lags said first signal
if said first signal is at said second frequency;

(b) coupling a portion of said first signal to a first
input of a first circuit and also coupling said second
signal to a second input of said first circuit during
step (a) in order to produce a third signal which
leads said first signal if said first signal is at said first
frequency and which lags said first signal if said
first signal is at said second frequency;

(c) generating a fourth signal in response to said sec-
ond signal, wherein said fourth signal lags said
second signal by a predetermined phase angle; and

(d) using said fourth signal to synchronously operate
on said third signal to produce a fifth signal, said
fifth signal having a first average amplitude of a
first polarity when said first signal is at said first
frequency, a second average amplitude of a second
polarity when said first signal is at said second
frequency, and an average amplitude of approxi-
mately zero when said first signal is at said center
frequency.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said first circuit
includes a notch filter circuit that attenuates the ampli-
tude of any components of said first signal having fre-
quencies near said resonant frequency.

3. The method of claim 1 including the step of filter-
ing said fifth signal to produce said first average ampli-
tude at said first polarity, said second average amplitude
at said second polarity, and said average amplitude of
approximately zero.
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4. The method of claim 1 including operating on a
first capacitor and an inductive circuit that both func-
tions as an inductor and generates a signal that lags a
signal applied to an input of said inductive circuit in
order to produce said second and third signals.

5. The method of claim 4 wherein step (b) includes
resistively coupling said first signal to a first input of a
first operational amplifier having its output resistively
coupled to its first input and also includes coupling said
second signal to a second input of said first operational
amplifier.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein said using of said
inductive circuit includes applying said second signal to
a first input of a second operational amplifier, applying
the output signal generated by the second operational
amplifier to a second capacitor that is coupled between
the output and a second input of said second operational
amplifier, applying the voltage on said second input of
said second operational amplifier to both a first resistor
that is connected to a reference voltage conductor and
a first input of a third operational amplifier, resistively
coupling the output of said second operational amplifier
to a second input of said third operational amplifier,
resistively coupling the voltage on said second input of
said third operational amplifier to an output of said third
operational amplifier, and resistively coupling the volt-
age at the output of said third operational amplifier;

the voltage on the output of said third operational
amplifier lagging said second signal by ninety de-
grees by virtue of a current flowing through said
first resistor, thereby causing the voltage across
said first capacitor to be ninety degrees out of
phase with said second signal.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein said step (c) in-
cludes applying said third signal to a first input of a
comparator circuit and applying said second signal to a
second input of said comparator circuit to produce said
fourth signal.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein:

said first input of said first operational amplifier is its
negative input and said second input of said first
operational amplifier is its positive input;

said first input of said second operational amplifier is
its positive input and said second input of said sec-
ond operational amplifier is its negative input; and

said first input of said third operational amplifier is its
positive input and said second input of said third
operational amplifier is its negative input.

9. The method of claim 7 wherein said fifth signal is
substantially equal to said third signal while said fourth
signal is at said first level, and wherein said fifth signal
is substantially equal to the negative of said third signal
while said fourth signal is at said second level.

10. A circuit for discriminating between first and
second spaced frequencies of a first signal, said circuit
comprising in combination:

(a) first coupling means for coupling a first signal to a
voltage conductor of a tank circuit which has a
resonant frequency between said first and second
frequencies in order to produce a second signal on
said voltage conductor, which second signal leads
said first signal if said first signal is at said first
frequency and lags said first signal if said first signal
is at said second frequency;

(b) second coupling means for coupling said first
signal to a first input of a first circuit and also cou-
pling said second signal to a second input of said
first circuit in order to produce a third signal which
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leads said first signal if said first signal is at said first
frequency and lags said first signal if said first signal
is at said second frequency;

(c) means for generating a fourth signal in response to
said second signal, wherein said fourth signal lags
said second signal by a predetermined phase angle;
and

(d) means responsive to said fourth signal for syn-
chronously operating on said third signal to pro-
duce a fifth signal which is proportional to said
third signal while said fourth signal is at a first level
and is substantially equal to minus a value that is
proportional to said third signal while said fourth
signal is at a second level, said fifth signal having a
first average amplitude of a first polarity when said
first signal is at said first frequency, a second aver-
age amplitude of a second polarity when said first
signal is at said second frequency, and an average
amplitude of approximately zero when said first
signal is at said center frequency.

11. The circuit of claim 10 wherein said first coupling
means includes a first resistor for coupling said first
signal to said voltage conductor of said tank circuit and
a second resistor coupling said voltage conductor of
said tank circuit to a reference conductor.

12. The circuit of claim 11 wherein said first circuit
includes a first operational amplifier and said second
coupling means includes a third resistor for coupling
said first signal to a first input of said first operational
amplifier, said second coupling means also including a
conductor for connecting said voltage conductor of
said tank circuit to a second input of said first opera-
tional amplifier.

13. The circuit of claim 12 wherein said tank circuit
includes a first capacitor and an inductive circuit, said
inductive circuit including means for generating a sixth
signal that lags said second signal by ninety degrees, and
wherein said means for generating said fourth signal
includes a comparator having a first input responsive to
said second signal and a second input responsive to said
sixth signal in order to produce said fourth signal.

14. The circuit of claim 13 wherein said means for
producing said fifth signal includes a second operational
amplifier and one input resistively coupled both to the
output of said first operational amplifier and to the out-
put of said second operational amplifier, said second
operational amplifier having a second input resistively
coupled to said output of said first operational amplifier
and also coupled to means for applying a predetermined
reference voltage to said second input of said second
operational amplifier when said fourth signal is one of
said first and second levels.

15. The circuit of claim 13 wherein said inductive
circuit includes second and third operational amplifiers,
wherein said voltage conductor of said inductive circuit
is connected to a first input of said second operational
amplifier, a fourth resistor coupling the output of said
third operational amplifier to said first input of said
second operational amplifier, a second input of said
second operational amplifier being coupled to a first
input of said third operational amplifier, a second capac-
itor being coupled between the output and second input
of said second operational amplifier, a fifth resistor
being coupled between said second input of said second
operational amplifier and said reference conductor, a
sixth resistor being coupled between the output of said
second operational amplifier and a second input of said
third operational amplifier and a second input of said
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third operational amplifier, and a seventh resistor being  responsive to the output of said second operational
cqupled betvyeen the ogtput an'd second lqput of S.Md amplifier for producing said first average amplitude,
third operational amplifier, said fourth signal being id d litud d said

produced by the output of said third operational ampli- ~ 521¢ Second average amplitude, and said zero average
fier. 5 amplitude.

16. The circuit of claim 14 including filtering means ox ok & %
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